Essay Four
Research Coverage/ Response to an Image or Other Visual Text 
(DeGhett & Outside Sources)

Background:
In her essay “The War Photo No One Wanted to Publish,” Torie Rose DeGhett examines the history of a specific photo and the self-inflicted censorship of it by the U.S. media. DeGhett contends that the censorship of the photo bordered on deception and also supported efforts to portray Desert Storm as a ‘bloodless’ war. DeGhett says “it’s hard to calculate the consequences of a photograph’s absence. But sanitized images of warfare, the Atlantic’s Conor Friedersdorf argues, make it ‘easier . . . to accept bloodless language’ such as 1991 reference to ‘surgical strikes’ or modern-day terminology like ‘kinetic warfare” (74). For DeGhett, the elimination of the photograph from American media affected public perception of the war, and perhaps affected public acceptance of it as well.
Images and visual texts are powerful ways to tell a story of an event and motivate a public response to it, and so the circulation of images and their stories remains highly contested. What images and videos go viral and why? What story can an image or video tell, and how is that story circulated and contested by different audiences and groups? 

Assignment:
· Analyze a visual text (picture or video) that has mobilized a response and been interpreted in a number of ways, and research how the image has circulated and been responded to in different ways. How has the image been received and covered in different ways by different groups or audiences, and how has that shaped its social meaning and impact? The purpose of your essay is to analyze a single visual text and how it has been circulated and responded to by multiple groups, and make an argument about how this shapes the text’s impact and meaning. Use DeGhett’s essay as a model for closely analyzing images, as well as for thinking about how and why images circulate and the implications of their circulation.
· You can discuss more than one visual source for evidence and context, but your essay should clearly focus on a single visual text and its impact. 
· For example, video of Amy Cooper, a white woman in Central Park who threatened to call the police to falsely accuse Christian Cooper, a black birdwatcher, of threatening her life, circulated across social media. Some groups interpreted Christian Cooper’s video of the encounter in different ways, but the public widely viewed it as shocking evidence of how quickly black people in America are threatened with police violence. Research in Gale and SearchWise would help me determine how this video was circulated, how much attention it received, and how different groups made meaning from it. Ultimately my essay would make an argument about the video’s impact and meaning in relation to its circulation.    
· In place of a traditional essay, you can create a visual argument about your selected text. Your visual argument should focus on a single text, even as it uses other images and visual texts for context and support. A visual argument could be a photo essay, Instagram story, video. Vlog, slide presentation, or something else. DeGhett should still be used for analytical support.
· Visual arguments must be accompanied by a 1-page rhetorical explanation and reflection, in which you explain your choices and intentions in the visual text (why this approach, why these images, why this layout, who the intended audience is, etc.). 


Questions you might consider as you think about your essay:
· What makes visual texts such an important part of the stories we tell? How do they help us understand an issue or event in unique ways? 
· What are the risks that these take? For example, the risk that they will be taken entirely out of context, or alternatively given meaning only in context.  
· What about concerns of credibility and fake news? 

Formatting and Requirements:
Your essay should:
· be 4-5 pages in length
· include a Works Cited page (the 5th page can be your Works Cited page, with 4 full pages written)
· be double-spaced
· be typed in Times New Roman font
· have 1-inch margins (on all sides)
· include Your name, my name, class and date in the upper left corner of the 1st page
· Format your essay according to MLA guidelines (see above).
· You must use quotes from the reading to support your argument

For Writing Assistance:
· See me during office hours for help with specific questions regarding your essay
· Visit the FAU Writing Center for virtual writing assistance. http://www.fau.edu/UCEW/
· For online writing information, visit the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL) https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

Criteria for Evaluation:
· Argument: Argument directly and fully answers the prompt; is clearly stated early in the paper; is original, compelling and logical, avoiding absolute claims
· Evidence: Appropriate amount of relevant, accurate, and justifiably interpreted quotation. Quotations are thoroughly introduced, explained, analyzed, and connected to argument/other texts. Possible counter-arguments are considered.
· Organization: Paragraphs maintain argumentative focus, exclude extraneous information, appear in a logical order, and transition smoothly. Introduction sets forth argument and goals of essay. Conclusion opens up avenues for future research.
· Audience: Consistent, academic tone. Appropriate amount of contextual information, anticipating audience questions. Addresses significant issues and makes them important to audience.
· Grammar and Format: Errors in grammar, spelling, and usage limited or non-existent. Correct MLA format, including proper quotation citation.

